GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
14521 Northwest Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Texas 78410-5501
Address Service Requested

Non-Profit
Organization

Grace United Methodist Church
14521 Northwest Blvd.
Corpus Christi, TX 78410
361.933.0109
www.ccgrace.org

U. S. Postage
PAID
Corpus Christi, TX
Permit No. 690

The Good News 2019
PORTERFIELD’S PASTORAL PONDERINGS
“If you open it, close it.
If you get it out, put it back when you are done.
If you mess it up, clean it up.
Leave things better than you found them.”
These were my Mother’s words preached regularly to my brother and me as we grew
up. I didn’t appreciate them when I was young, but I have long experienced the
blessings of those who live them daily. The apostle Paul might well have given such
advice to his churches as part of a foundation in Christian living.
Grace UMC recently said goodbye to our long-time custodian Ben. In replacing Ben,
we made a shift from a full-time custodian to a part-time custodian. Consequently, we
adjusted the job responsibilities and our new custodian, Angel, will not be setting up
tables and chairs. We know this will require an adjustment period for all who use the
facilities, and we thank you in advance for your diligence in making any needed
adjustments.
I invite you to take up a new theme (really my Mother’s theme) for using Grace UMC
facilities:
“We leave things better than we found them.”
When you are finished using facilities, please return the room (or area) to the
condition you found it. Putting away tables and chairs is a beginning of course, but I invite
you to be a blessing to others in the way we are challenged in Hebrews 10:24 “Let us
think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works.” (NLT)

How might your group leave a blessing for those who follow after you in using any
part of the Grace UMC facilities? How might we encourage acts of charity, love, and
blessings? How might we take up the Golden Rule in regards to our facility use? How can
we pay it forward?
I am glad to be among you and in ministry with you. Grace UMC is an exciting place to
be, and I believe God has many blessings to bring to, and through, us in the years ahead.
Blessings,
Pastor Mark
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The Grace Church Choir has been in existence since the
church was organized in 1949. The founder of the choir was
Mrs. Floride Lynch and rehearsals were held in her living room.
In 1982 at age 82, she was still singing. How do I know this?
Because that was the year that I joined the choir and was
privileged to be seated next to her.
The choir robes were made by the women of the choir,
and additionally, the women acted as janitors for which they
were paid the handsome sum of $25 a week. The money
earned went towards the purchase of the first organ. Mr.
Whitman Fish was the first choir director as well as the
organist.
As the church grew, so did the choir, in 1982 there were at
least 20 members, and I believe that in later years the number
went up to 30, that would have been the largest membership.
The smallest number of choir members would be the
present-day choir with a total of 13 members. But I might add
that it is a rare occurrence for us all to be present at the same
time.
There are two things that we Methodist do well: we eat,
and we sing. We will soon start rehearsals for our Christmas
cantata, and we would like to invite everybody who likes to
sing to come and join us.
Mary lutz
Historian

July 2019
Visitors
Lee & Sharon Cooke
Marty & Renee Jasso
Slade & Samantha Price
Jaylene Wisor
Sydney Wisor

Director of Music Ministries:
Michael Perez
michaelkrisperez@yahoo.com

Average July
Worship 8:50
11:15
Nursery

Pianist:
Natalie Rumfield
natty1000@aol.com

Small Groups
(Sunday School)
Average
76

Wesley Counselor:
Erica Garcia
Cell: 361.658.9708
Wesley Nurse:
Laura Rivas
For Appointment: 361-933-0109

155
123
8

FINANCIAL REPORT THROUGH
July 31, 2019
July
Received for Ministries $64,330.33
Invested in Ministries - $42,760.75
YEAR TO DATE
Received for Ministries $456,530.22
Invested in Ministries $455,255.84
14521 Northwest Blvd TMF
Loan
Balance January 1, 2019 $1,498,128.69
Year-to-date Payments $94,521.92
Balance July 31st - $1,403,606.77
Expanding the Mission
Received Year-to-date $87,294.17
Year-to-date Payments $82,812.47

September 2019 Altar Rail Offerings will go
to support the Good Samaritan Fund

Adult
Ministries

The Young at Heart group
is still collecting and recycling #5 Medicine Bottles
as an outreach project with Matthew 25: Ministries.
Please continue bringing your empty medicine
bottles to recycle. This mission project for Mathew
25: Ministries is full-filling the needs of those who
don’t have access to medicine bottles. Thanks to all
who participate.

Attention Men and Women—Do you have a desire to be
a volunteer? Are you willing to operate a simple cash
register? If so, we need YOU for a couple of hours any
Thursday, Friday or Saturday. Please contact Joan
Morgan at 361-945-2260 to get more information.

As always, thanks to all of you who contribute your
items to the Thrift Shoppe. YOU make our mission
When we hit the pause button on a new parsonage giving possible. We are always in need of men’s
recently it naturally began a process of looking clothing for our much less fortunate men in the Grace
ahead at where we are and where we need to be Community.
related to our giving and our budget. So, we are
already looking ahead to 2020. That doesn’t change
our current situation of not having any reserve
funds should we incur significant unexpected
expenses. To that end the Governing Council
UMW NEWS
approved establishing a ‘Line of Credit’ with Texas
Methodist Foundation (TMF). TMF holds the note Return of the UMW Bake Sale! Yes, that’s right. Mark
on our current debt. This line of credit ($50,000) October 19, 2019 on your calendar. UMW will have a
will only be used if needed to keep things running bake sale in conjunction with the Pumpkin Patch and a
smoothly while we figure out adjustments for 2020. barbeque scheduled for that day. We’ll be contacting
Please continue to be prayerful as we discern God’s the women of Grace to contribute their HOMEMADE
will for GUMC.
baked goodies. More details to follow.

Update on our Finances

THINK ORANGE!

Did you know that GUMC has had a
Pumpkin Patch since 1997, at least?
Did you know that all the profits
benefit the amazing Grace Youth
Departments programs, projects, trips
and scholarships?
Did you know that the patch will be
open 7 days a week from Sept. 30 October 29?
Did you know that we couldn't do this
project without YOU?
Did you know that Kathy Rios will be
the "Pumpkin Queen" for the 2019
season? So contact Kathy to get
involved. Volunteers are needed for 3
hour shifts every day and for
unloading on Sun. Sept. 29 & Oct. 13!
We will be posting old pics from long
ago as we get ready for the "ORANGE"
to arrive. Hope to hear from you.
Contact Kathy Rios at 361-688-6332
or katrios2002@msn.com if you would
like to help with the pumpkin patch.

JOY Circle will resume meeting on Wednesday,
September 11 at 6:30 PM in Rooms 136-137. Please
bring your favorite snack and join us as we make plans
for the upcoming year. Hope to see YOU there!
HOPE Circle will resume meeting on Tuesday,
September 17 at 9:15 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Join us
for refreshments as we make plans for the upcoming
year including our October Bake Sale. Hope to see you
there!

Join the Choir

Do you like to sing? Come join us on Wednesdays at
7:30 PM in the Choir Room (A-127). Anyone from
middle school age to adult is welcome. All skill levels
are encouraged. Child care will be provided. We will
begin rehearsals for the Christmas cantata in the fall!
For more information, contact Michael Perez, Director
of Music Ministries at Michaelkrisperez@yahoo.com.

Blood Drive Update

The July blood drive had 20 donors, and one was
deferred. What a great turnout for the summer! Thanks
to all of you, 60 people can receive blood; each unit of
blood collected can help as many as three people. Did
you know you can donate blood every eight weeks or
56 days? Also, you can donate at the Blood Center or
any of the blood mobiles around town. just ask that it
be credited to Grace United Methodist Church.

Piano Duet Concert
September 19, 7:00 PM

Michael Kris Perez and Natalie Rumfield will be
presenting a Piano Duet Concert Thursday,
September 19 at Grace UMC with a broad array of
musical style arrangements and pieces for 4-Hand
Piano and Solos. Admission is Free! Donations are
kindly accepted and they will go towards the aid of
the Music Ministry at Grace UMC. Light refreshments
will be provided. We really hope you can join us for
this entertaining concert!

Missions and Outreach

Hands-On Home Repair: Join the Mission Team as
we help a local neighbor in need with home repair. All
skill levels welcome; please bring your own basic
tools. We will be working the weekend of September
27-29, so come as you can! Contact Robert Rios
(riosjr2000@msn.com) to volunteer.
Thank you! Over the summer, we helped El
Redentor UMC in Robstown install insulation, drywall,
and more to get their portable building up and
running. Javier E. Canales, their pastor, sent us this
letter (excerpted):

“I just wanted to take a moment to send a note to
say “Thank You” for your help here at El Redentor
UMC in Robstown, for the installation of our portable
building. You and your crew were a great help! I’m
sure you found that as the work was being done, it
also became a great time of fellowship and
enjoyment as a sense of teamwork came to the
surface. Another thing that make an effort like this so
enjoyable is the realization that the work really
“matters” and this clothes ministry of the church
becomes a real witness to both the church and the
community that we really do care about […] Again,
thank you for taking the time out of your busy
schedule. I know God will greatly bless you and your
team as you continue to give of your time, talent, and
treasure!”

Would You Like to Serve During
Worship Services?

It takes many people to facilitate a meaningful
worship experience on Sunday mornings! If you are
interested in being an acolyte, reading Scripture,
praying, preparing or serving Communion, or
ushering,
please
contact
Kerry
Williams
(gramkhw@gmail.com) or the church office to
become part of the team. Children and youth are
welcome to serve, too!

Office Volunteers Needed

We are looking for volunteers to help for 3 1/2 hours,
once a week to answer the phone and greet guests at
the receptionist desk. That’s right only 3 1/2 hours!
There are not many time slots open so call and
volunteer today! Time slots include 9:00 AM-12:30
PM or 12:30 PM-4:00 PM. We have Monday-Friday
available to choose from. Contact the church office at
361-933-0109 and ask for Ira or email
graceumc@ccgrace.org.

“Did You Know…”

1. The parsonage clean up day on August 17th had a
great turn out. We had many people come out
and help tidy up. We appreciate all those who
came to lend a helping hand. The last Parsonage
work day of September 7th is being postponed
until cooler times are upon us.
2. We have installed a permanent basketball hoop
on our church grounds. The basketball hoop is
located at the end of the drive-way on the west
side of our church building, next to Oak Park
Center. We hope this basketball hoop will bring
joy not only to our children and youth, but to our
neighbors and friends as well.
3. Our Calallen High School Appreciation Luncheon
had around 115 people in attendance. It was such
a nice gift to teachers, staff, and administrators of
Calallen High School before beginning their
2019-2020 school year. Thanks to all those who
volunteered to set-up, serve, and clean up after
the luncheon, your help was greatly appreciated.
4. There is a new ‘Wildcat Maroon’ storage container
in our ‘storage container parking area’ back by
the dumpster. This one was purchased by Home
in a Week, a house building ministry that Pastor
Mark is involved with.
5. Church Financial statements are available monthly
to anyone. If you are interested in seeing a
simplified or full detail P&L or Balance sheet just
email Ira at graceumc@ccgrace.org.
6. Our Carpets were cleaned recently – thanks to
Sea City Work camp.
7. An A/C is currently in the process of being
repaired. It affects the youth Cave and
surrounding rooms.
8. Not long ago in February we purchased a new
digital sound board. It is marvelous and has made
a huge impact during worship.
9. The parsonage Gas Leak is being fixed – a new
line from the meter to the house was needed.
Soon the Porterfield’s will have hot water again.
10. There are some new faces in the office as our
Volunteer Office team develops. Drop by and say
hello.

Sign Up for Studies!

There is still time to register for special studies and
classes! To sign up, contact the church office or go to
https://www.ccgrace.org/adult-ministries/ and click
the link. Here’s the line-up for this fall:
Disciple Bible Study Level 1 (Thursdays, 6-7:30 PM
starting September 12)
Disciple Bible Study Level 2 (Tuesdays, 6-7:30 PM
starting September 10)
Christian Believer (Tuesdays, 6:30-8 PM starting
September 10)
Romans (Women’s Bible study, Tuesdays, 6:30-8 PM
starting September 17)
Confronting the Controversies (Thursdays, 6:30-8 PM
starting October 3)

Dear Friends,
As Methodists, we talk a lot about grace. It’s even the name
of our church! Grace central to our understanding of
salvation and the life of faith. Grace is, as John Wesley put
it, “that free love, that unmerited mercy, by which I, a
sinner, through the merits of Christ am now reconciled to
God.” As Methodists, we affirm that we are saved by grace
through faith. We describe God’s grace and its effect on our
relationship with God in a threefold way: prevenient, justifying, and sanctifying grace.
Let’s take the next few months to explore these expressions of God’s amazing grace.

Prevenient, or “preventing,” grace comes from a Latin root meaning “to precede.” This is
the experience of God’s grace that we have before we even know or understand it. This
God who loves us and longs for a relationship with us, takes the first step toward us.
God’s love for every human being precedes anything we think or do! It brings to my mind
when God called out to Adam in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:9), and when Jesus said,
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). Even though our
human condition is such that, because of the disease of sin, we can do very little by our
own power, God’s prevenient grace begins the healing process by restoring our ability to
discern right and wrong, to choose well, and to acknowledge our dependence on God.
Prevenient grace is what stirs up in us the desire to know God. Even before we come to a
conscious decision to follow Jesus, our hearts and minds are prepared to receive the Good
News of Jesus Christ and respond faithfully. “It prompts our first wish to please God, our
first glimmer of understanding concerning God’s will, and our ‘first slight transient
conviction’ of having sinned against God…[and] awakens in us an earnest longing for
deliverance…” (“Our Doctrinal Heritage, Book of Discipline 2016 ¶102). Prevenient grace is
also what empowers us to respond to God’s invitation to be in a loving relationship. We
are not coerced into choosing God, but we are given the ability to say “yes” or “no.” As we
come to realize our sin and our need for God, we are moved to repentance and thus
embark on the journey of faith.
What I appreciate about this concept of prevenient grace is how it reflects God’s great
love for us and God’s initiative in restoring our relationship. It also highlights how our
ability to choose God (or not) is itself a gift of grace! Finally, the idea of prevenient grace
has implications for how we think about the human condition, God’s presence in the lives
of people who do not have faith, and how we go about sharing the Good News with
others. God is at work in people’s lives long before we ever enter the picture (that’s one of
the reasons why we baptize children – it’s a celebration of God’s prevenient grace that is
already at work in them whether or not they understand it yet). How might we help others
notice God’s love and presence that already surround them?
We love because God first loved us (1 John 4:19). When we were still weak, lost, and
floundering, God loved us and took action so that we could awaken to new life. As you
reflect on your experience of God’s prevenient grace, think about how the Spirit moved
you closer to Christ. What helped you recognize God’s love for you? What helped you
choose to follow Jesus? How might God be working through you to extend grace to
someone else?
Yours in Christ,

Sunday, September 15th
8:50 AM or 11:15 AM
Worship Service
@ Grace UMC

September 15

Be sure to attend one of the church
services so that we can present you with
your Bible.

And don’t forget to invite your parents,
grandparents, other relatives, and
special friends!
Please RSVP and let us know which service
you will be attending.

We look forward to celebrating
this special day with you and
your family!
Sacramento Youth Assembly was amazing this year! The charter bus ride, although long, was worth the trip!
Each day, the youth attended Bible classes based on the theme, “Under Pressure” from James 1:2-4. They
were also able to attend week-long workshops of their choice and during free time, they enjoyed zip lining,
giant swing, pocket paintball, basketball, arrow tag, laser tag, volleyball, fling thing, gaga ball, hiking the
mountains, and horseback riding! There were many churches that were able to attend. If you look at the above
picture, the color t-shirts represent the various churches that attended. Revolution Youth are in yellow t-shirts.
We are already planning for next year! Busses have been reserved and the date is set! Start planning now for
next year’s Sacramento Youth Assembly, July 12-18!

6-8 PM
Kinder-5th grade
Revolution Youth Wednesday Night Live starts back September 4! Please bring a love offering of $3.00 to
help cover the cost of food.
Middle School will meet 6 PM – 8 PM
High School will meet 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM

Dinner, Activities, Games, Music,
Lessons, and FUN!!!
Begins September 4th

Wednesday Night Live
Teachers Wanted
Love God? Love children? Then
you are a perfect fit to teach the
word of God to the children of
Grace UMC. We are looking for a
few people to teach our children
during Wednesday Night Live
beginning September 4th.
Please contact Debbie Shannon at
933-0109 for more information.

