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The Good News 2019
PORTERFIELDS PASTORAL PONDERINGS
My mother entered the church triumphant in 2007. Her death coincided with a move for us, and so
much of what I might have done to go through her things was postponed as we settled in our new home. (I
said I would get to things later) As we are now settling into another ‘new to us’ house, I am still finding
things of hers that have remained untouched since 2007.
Part of the whirlwind of the last month has involved going through her things and deciding what to
keep and what to part with. All the little decisions are part of the grief process we all go through when we
lose a loved one. Grief comes in stages: some right away, some down the road. What we do with the ‘things’
our loved ones leave us can be a blessing or a burden for years.
For the past 12 years, I have been filling a pill dispenser with my daily medications. It’s the sort of
dispenser that has a flip-top lid and a letter on top to signify the day of the week. The pill dispenser is one
that I bought for my mom years ago.
I purchased three and would fill them on a regular basis with her daily regimen. I don’t really need
the dispenser; I can open pill bottles daily with no difficulty, but part of my grieving process involves using
what I can of what she had. The pill dispensers are becoming ‘mine’ and it warms my heart to know that
they were once hers.
As I go through boxes and boxes of pictures and ‘ couldn’t live without out it so I saved it ’ things, I
often shed tears at what will not be again. I laugh and remember, I am thankful and blessed, and I am
disappointed and angry at times. Grief has a familiar theme for all, yet it is very specific in the details for
each of us. I have inherited a zillion paper clips, and checkbook registers dating back to the 1960s. I have my
mother’s wedding dress and my great grandmother’s black lace-up shoes. I can’t wear either of them, and
I’m not sure what I will do with them. Alas, indecision is part of the grief process as well. Sometimes the
angst of indecision combined with the weight (emotional mostly but sometimes physical) of things past is
often borne before clarity arrives.
Grief is one of God’s gifts to us as change happens in our lives. The grief might be because of death,
loss of a job, a favorite TV show being canceled, or moving to a new house. We grieve, even as we celebrate
when our loved ones graduate or get married. Grief is God’s gift that attends us in the midst of the dark
valleys of life.
Are you grieving the changes in your life or are you attempting to ‘hold on’ to what ‘has been’ only to
have it slowly slip away? Letting go of the past as we cling to God’s Grace is the way we bring honor to what
‘has been’. It helps heal the wounds of loss. Holding on to what ‘has been’ keeps our wounds raw and our
souls hungry. Do you try to ignore grief? What would it take for you to grieve life as it comes?
I am glad to be at Grace. I am honored to be your Pastor. I look forward to the memories we will
share in all the coming years.
Blessings,
Pastor Mark

A Moment In Time
Historian Mary Lutz is taking a break for the summer.
Check back in September for a new “A Moment In Time”
article. Thank you!
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Parsonage Clean Up
Help us beautify the parsonage! Join us on July 27,
August 17, or September 7 from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM as
we spend the morning sprucing up the parsonage. If
you would like to help power wash the back decks, trim
trees, clean-out gutters, paint, or clean windows please
let Margot Porterfield know! There is a job for anyone
and everyone. We hope you’ll come out and lend a
helping hand! Please call or email Margot at
512-657-2005 or margot.porterfield@gmail.com to let
her know when you can come and how you would like
to help.
June 2019
Visitors
Kayla Butts
Jimmy Cooper
Parker & Danielle Cordes
Forneris Family
Edward & Julia Franklin
Rose Herber
Justin & Ann Marie Milner
Meagan Noss
Average June
Worship 8:50 139
11:15
92
Nursery
7
Small Groups (Sunday
School)
Average
71

FINANCIAL REPORT THROUGH
June 30, 2019
June
Received for Ministries - $75,188.43
Invested in Ministries - $70,548.10
YEAR TO DATE
Received for Ministries - $392,199.89
Invested in Ministries - $412,495.09
14521 Northwest Blvd TMF Loan
Balance January 1, 2019 $1,498,128.69
Year-to-date Payments $82,955.92
Balance June 30th - $1,415,172.77
Expanding the Mission
Received Year-to-date $75,069.17
Year-to-date Payments $71,246.47

August 2019 Altar Rail Offerings will go
to support the Food Bank

Adult
Ministries
The Young at Heart group is still collecting
and recycling #5 Medicine Bottles as an
outreach
project with Matthew 25: Summer tends to be, for some, a more laid back
Ministries.
time of the year. A time to stay indoors during the
Please continue bringing your empty
medicine bottles to recycle. This mission
project for Mathew 25: Ministries is full-filling
the needs of those who don’t have access to
medicine bottles. Thanks to all who
participate.
Please adhere to the following
guidelines:
 Bottles must have an all plastic lid.
 Sort bottles by color and type.
 Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue.
(Try Olive or Coconut Oil for best results)
 Wash bottles in very hot water and dish
soap.
 Rinse and dry thoroughly.
 Replace lids on clean, dried bottles.
 Place clean, recapped bottles in large
Ziploc bags marked “Clean Bottles” and
place in the container provided in the
church entranceway.

heat of the day or perhaps head to the beach or
even the mountains for some real relaxation.
Not so for Joan Morgan, Director of the Grace
Community Thrift Shoppe and her band of extremely
devoted volunteers. They will greet you every
Thursday through Saturday, with big smiles and
helpful, open arms, ready to assist you and others in
the Northwest community. Whether you pull up in a
limousine or walk up barefooted needing a new pair
of shoes, you will receive the same greeting, “How
can we help you?”
Guess what? Did you know that the Grace
Community Thrift Shoppe is the “funding arm” of the
United Methodist Women at Grace UMC? The only
other UMW monies received are the annual pledges
made by the members of the UMW.
Therefore, a big THANK YOU to all of you who
contribute your gently used treasures to the Grace
Community Thrift Shoppe. YOU make all the mission
giving possible through your generous donations.

The UMW estimated budget from September 2018
through August 2019 was $15,000 plus. The first
Congratulations from
15% of all deposits go directly to Grace United
Safe Gatherings!
Methodist Church. Remember, budgeted items do
We have been recognized by Safe Gatherings not include upkeep and maintenance of the Grace
as a church that has a strong commitment to Community Thrift Shoppe located on Church Street.

the safety of children, youth, and vulnerable
adults. Thank you, Church, for your
dedication to being a safe space for young
ones to grow in their love of God! As a
reminder, if you want to volunteer with our
children and youth, we ask that you complete
the 3-step Safe Gatherings process as soon
as possible. Please contact Pastor Rebekah at
rebekah.rochte@gmail.com if you have any
questions.

A huge thank you to Joan Morgan and to each and
every one of the volunteers who give their ALL for
this mission.
Enjoy your summer!

Now Hiring Custodian

Missions and Outreach

After 21 years of service our Custodian Ben Perez
is retiring. As we give thanks for Ben’s dedicated
service over all the years, we are in the process
of trying to find someone to follow in his
footsteps. If you know someone who might
be interested in custodial work, or would like
more information please contact Ira at
graceumc@ccgrace.org.

We continue to be Christ’s hands and feet in
the world! There are so many opportunities
to volunteer, donate, or otherwise change
the world! Whether you’re interested in an
ongoing project or have an idea for a new
one,
contact
Pastor
Rebekah
(rebekah.rochte@gmail.com, 540-288-7141)
or Pam Fordtran (pfordtran@gmail.com,
361-537-3979) to get started.

Calallen High School
Appreciation Luncheon
Friday, August 9 at 12:00 PM
Our 4th annual Calallen High School Faculty &
Staff Appreciation Luncheon is August 9th! We
are also continuing with our Prayer Partner
ministry. If you would like to volunteer to set-up,
serve, tear-down, or pray for one teacher or staff
person at CHS in the coming school year, please
contact Shelby DeReese at 361-244-0049 or Mia
Taylor at 361-548-7361.

Would You Like to Serve During
Worship Services?
It takes many people to facilitate a meaningful
worship experience on Sunday mornings! If you
are interested in being an acolyte, reading
Scripture, praying, preparing or serving
Communion, or ushering, please contact Kerry
Williams (gramkhw@gmail.com) or the church
office to become part of the team. Children and
youth are welcome to serve, too!

Hands-On Opportunity: Join the Mission
Team as we help a local neighbor in need
with home repairs. All skill levels welcome;
please bring your own basic tools. Weekend
date in August TBD. Contact Robert Rios
(riosjr2000@msn.com) to volunteer.
Serve

Feed Our Friends: Help us make PB&J
sandwiches, assemble sack lunches, donate
food items, or volunteer to serve the hungry
in Artesian Park! Join us on 2nd Sundays
every month.
Food Bank Distribution: We have grown!
Help us distribute food to over 100 families
on 2nd Wednesdays (9-11 AM) at the Thrift
Shoppe or 4th Fridays (1-3 PM) at Oak Park!
You can also donate canned meats and
beans to supplement our supplies.
Donate

Worship Servant Training:
Sunday, August 18
after each service
All worship servants, both seasoned and new,
are invited to come to this training event that will
be held immediately after each worship service.
We are reshaping several aspects of the Sunday
service to enhance our communal worship, so it
is imperative for everyone to attend. If you
cannot be there on August 18, please contact
Pastor Rebekah (rebekah.rochte@gmail.com) or
Carolyn Scheible (carolyn.scheible@yahoo.com)
to schedule a make-up session.

Funding: From grocery/gas gift cards to
food to hygiene items and more, monetary
donations help us accomplish the mission of
changing lives.
Food items: We support several feeding
programs, and are always in need of supplies
like peanut butter, jelly, canned foods,
healthy snacks, etc.
Supply Drives: We regularly set out
collection bins throughout the year for things
like school supplies, coats, backpacks, and
more, so keep an eye out for how you can
help!

Dear Friends,
A few weeks ago, I came across this reflection from Mark D.
W. Edington in my devotional book: “Our prayer life is

intended to bring us into line with God’s will. How we then act
in our role as citizens is a matter for a prayer-informed
conscience.” ** This reflection, an excerpt from a larger

commentary on Psalm 85, hones in on what it means to live a restored life in God. I was
challenged by Edington’s words in two ways that seemed rather timely.
The first challenge was how we understand the purpose of prayer. As Christians, we are called to
turn everything over to God in prayer. We can say a lot of things about what prayer is and how it
works, but one thing I am convinced of is that prayer isn’t so much about changing God’s mind as
it is about reshaping our own perspective. As Pastor Mark put it recently, we all have a
God-shaped hole, like a handprint, in us, and the only way to fill it is to turn toward God, align
with God, and draw closer to God. One purpose of prayer is to engage us in that movement. It’s
absolutely okay to bring your life to God and express your hopes. At the same time, as we grow
in our faith, we learn to pray as Jesus did: “Not my will, but yours be done.” That’s why prayer is
the backbone of our spiritual lives – the more we commune with God, the more we can discern
God’s voice and become attuned to God’s desires.
The second challenge was what it means to live as a person of faith in the world. Prayer often
leads to action as we strive to live according to God’s will. Psalm 85 is a plea for the people’s
restoration, but their restoration also has an effect on the world around them. Surely our prayers
spill out into the way we live, we become more like Jesus Christ in our thoughts, words, and
deeds! Prayer empowers us to turn our lives over to God. Prayer equips us with the spiritual
fortitude to stand up for justice and mercy even when the world acts otherwise. How might our
commitment to the ethics of God’s kingdom shape our choices, and how might those choices help
bring about the shalom that the world longs for?
I invite you to spend time this month really investing in your prayer life. If you’re just starting out,
try praying The Lord’s Prayer daily, or pausing before each meal to thank God for something in
your life. If you’re looking to deepen your prayer time, try a different posture (e.g. walking,
kneeling, hands up) or style (e.g. breath, visualization, silence, praying Scripture verses). One
thing I invite everyone to do is to engage in our Breakthrough Prayer: “Lord, speak to your

hearts. Help us grow deeper in relationship with you, and connect to the world around us with the
love of Jesus.” Try being particularly intentional about praying it at 7:11 am and/or 7:11 pm.
Then, after you say “Amen,” spend a moment simply listening – how is the voice of God calling
out to you?
Yours in Christ,

**For about 2 years now, a clergy friend and I have been doing morning devotions from Daily
Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word. It is a lovely lectionary-based devotional tool that
incorporates Scripture, prayer, and reflection, and I definitely feel more energized (and often
challenged!) as a disciple when I’m able to have “devo time.” What holy habits do you have to
spend some time with God? How does that time shape the way you go about your day?

Revolution Youth Uprising…
Sunday morning from 10:00 – 11:00 AM: Breakfast, Fellowship, and Lesson.
The Bible is filled with stories of miracles and inspiration, but it also teaches us how to reach out
and connect to others.
Wednesday Night Live Revolution Youth…
WNL starts back up September 4, 2019! Middle school will meet from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM. Dinner
will begin at 6:00 PM, followed by fun and fellowship until 7:00 PM when worship and lesson begins.
We ask that youth bring a $3.00 love donation to help cover the food costs. High school will meet
from 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM in the Youth Cave. Pizza will be delivered to the Youth Cave at 7:30. Again,
we ask for a $3.00 love donation. Join us for exciting new things!
Up and coming 6th Graders…Mark your calendars!
If you are going into 6th grade, there will be a parent/youth meeting on Wednesday, August 21 at
6:00 PM to discuss the upcoming year and all that is offered. Then, Wednesday, August 28 th, there
will be a 6th grade party to welcome you to WNL Revolution Youth! So, bring a friend and join the
fun!
Confirmation Class…
If you are starting 8th grade this year, you are eligible for Confirmation! If you do not receive a
letter in the mail by August 15th, please contact Victoria Low at 361-933-0109.
Memories from July…

Digging Deeper...Growing
Stronger!
th

Join us on Sunday morning, August 11 at
10:15 AM for Rally Day! It is an exciting time in
our church where all the children and youth move
up a grade in Sunday school.
God calls us to grow in community and by
participating in Sunday School and WNL, we have
the opportunity to bond with one another as we
grow as disciples of Christ together. From
missions to Bible study to fellowship, nothing
beats the intimacy and accountability of
supporting one another in the journey of faith.

School Supply Drive

Kick the school year
off right!
Students and Educators
Don’t forget to bring your school bags
to church for Blessing of the
Backpacks on Sunday, August 11th
Sunday School Teachers Wanted
Love God? Love children? Then you are a
perfect fit to teach the word of God to the
children of Grace UMC. We are looking for a
few people to teach our children on Sunday
mornings beginning August 11th and during
Wednesday Night Live beginning
September 4th.
Please contact Debbie Shannon at

Throughout the month of August, Grace UMC is
933-0109 for more information.
collecting school supplies and new and gently
Thank You for Helping with VBS!
used backpacks for the Wesley Center in
Robstown and the Methodist Children's Home in Thank you so much to everyone who pitched in, in so
Corpus Christi.
many ways to help with VBS. From your donations
to decorating to supplying meals and serving; to
Please bring your items and place them in helping every night of the event with the children,
the big buckets in the children's area.
you are a part of the HUGE success of this year’s
event. We had over 140 children that registered so
we were able to spread the love of Christ because of
Wednesday Night Live
your generous, giving hearts.

6-8pm
Kinder-5th grade
Dinner, Activities, Games,
Music, Lessons, and FUN!!!

Begins September 4th

Just a reminder, if you took a VBS sign to display at
your home or business, please bring them back to the
church as soon as possible so that we can get them
stored to use next year.
Once again…THANK YOU ALL for being the
hands and feet of God to so many children in our
community! We appreciate each and every one of
you!

