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The Good News 2019
I’ve written a lot of newsletter columns “from the Senior Pastor.” Every congregation I’ve served for almost 40 years has had
a newsletter either monthly, twice a month – or as in one congregation – weekly. But this is the very last one I’ll ever write
as pastor of a United Methodist congregation.
It’s a little hard to know what to say (I know you find it difficult to imagine I would ever find it hard to find something to
say!).
There are things I won’t miss at all about being a pastor. I can’t say I’ll miss attending a lot of meetings, although I will say
that for the most part, participating in meetings at Grace has been ok – they have been mostly productive. I also won’t miss
dealing with some of the administrative tasks – financial matters, etc. – although I think I have done those things pretty
well. I won’t miss some of the headaches of being the primary “executive” running a large organization. Although it will be
strange, I won’t miss having to arrange my schedule so carefully around Sundays and the church calendar.
There are other parts of being a pastor I feel ambivalent about. I will welcome the lifting of the burden of planning to preach
and lead worship every week (Sundays come around every seven days!). But I will also miss preaching and leading worship.
There are many facets of the identity of a pastor that are ingrained in me, but preaching the Gospel is the most central. So it
will be very strange not to have that weekly task anymore.
I will also welcome the lifting of the burden of being charged with the care and nurture of a congregation. That is sometimes
a heavy burden. But it is also something I will miss dearly – being able to walk with people through the ups and downs, the
highest highs and the lowest lows, particularly the tragic lows. Many of you and so many others in previous congregations
have invited me into some of the most difficult moments of your lives and relied on me to walk with you through them. This
is one of the greatest privileges I have experienced.
I guess what I will miss most are the relationships I have with people as pastor. Although I will continue to be in significant
relationship with people (and with many of you), it will not be as your pastor. That is a huge change for me, as it has defined
my existence for decades.
But change not only brings loss – it also brings new opportunities. This change in my life will provide new opportunities for
personal pursuits, spending time with family, traveling and exploring – and even new ways of being in ministry. I am still
called to ministry. Now it will just be a different type of ministry.
The change in pastors also affects you, of course. Many of you may feel the loss keenly. But this change also brings with it a
new opportunity – an opportunity to grow in new ways under the leadership of a new pastor. I’m confident that in the same
way you opened your life to me, you will open your life to him.
I hope many of you will be able to come to my retirement celebration at 6:00 pm on Sunday evening, June 2 nd at River Hills
Country Club. Joan and I look forward to seeing you there.
Walking in Grace,

A Moment in Time #59
One day God instructed the prophet Jeremiah to go to the
potter’s house. When Jeremiah arrived, he saw the potter was
working at his wheel. The vessel of clay he was molding didn’t
turn out as he wished, so he crushed it and reworked it and
made it into another vessel that seemed good to him (Jeremiah
18:1-6).

Church Office:
Main: 361.933.0109
fax: 361.933.0154
Pastors:
Reverend Dr. Jason Fry
ext 205
revjasonfry@gmail.com
Home: 361.933.0702
Cell:
830.992.0181
Reverend Rebekah Rochte ext 204
rebekah.rochte@gmail.com
Cell: 540.288.7141
Director of Youth Ministry:
Victoria Low
ext 203
youth@ccgrace.org
Director of Children’s Ministry:
Debbie Shannon
ext 206
children@ccgrace.org

When we accept Jesus Christ as savior, He begins to mold
our life for us into what He knows we can become. Sometimes
we fight against the changes He expects, and we often question
His purpose. But something I’ve learned is that God is not in the
business of making ‘junk’ in His creation. He works toward the
best and finest possible. I am certainly not perfect, but
everything good about me today I owe to His “making power”.
God isn’t through with us yet. He has us in His hands, and He is
patiently working out the flaws in our lives. The good God is
working to make us in His image. And he invites each of us to
give Him our best in this beautiful, creative process.
From the Pastor’s Desk. February 14, 1985.
Mary Lutz
Historian
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April 2019
Visitors
Hilda Cabrialez
Desiree Lopez
Linda Lopez
Average April
Worship 8:50 144
11:15 135
Nursery
10
Small Groups (Sunday
School)
Average
81

FINANCIAL REPORT THROUGH
April 30, 2019
April
Received for Ministries - $62,603.85
Invested in Ministries - $61,634.95
YEAR TO DATE
Received for Ministries - $246,872.56
Invested in Ministries - $268,918.61
14521 Northwest Blvd TMF Loan
Balance January 1, 2019 $1,498,128.69
Year-to-date Payments $68,144.49
Balance April 30th - $1,429,984.20
Expanding the Mission
Received Year-to-date $61,160.17
Year-to-date Payments $58,104.47

June 2019 Altar Rail Offerings
will go to support Vacation Bible School (VBS)

Adult
Ministries
The Young at Heart group will
be collecting and recycling #5
Medicine Bottles as an outreach project. We are asking
for the congregation’s help. When a large number have
been collected, they will be sent to Matthew 25:
Ministries.
While this program accepts many bottles, we will
start by accepting just the #5 amber bottles.

The Thrift Shoppe takes no summer break. After you finish
cleaning out your closets in your cool air-conditioned home,
bring your goodies to the Thrift Shoppe and share with the
less fortunate. If you have a couple of free hours on
Thursday, Friday, or Saturday on a weekly basis, come by
How to recycle medicine bottles
and help out at the Thrift Shoppe. New faces are always
In developing countries, medicines—when obtainable— welcome!
are often dispensed into hands, pockets, leaves, or any
other available container. Matthew 25: Ministries accepts
donations of empty plastic pill bottles for inclusion in
shipments of medical supplies, shredding, and recycling.
The pill bottle program fulfills the dual needs of
improving medical care in developing countries and
UMW NEWS
caring for our environment. This plastic recycling
program keeps thousands of bottles out of landfills each HOPE and JOY Circle will resume their monthly morning and
year.
evening meetings in September. Perhaps you will decide to
join us at that time. Have a great summer!
Please adhere to the following guidelines:








Bottles must have an all plastic lid.
Sort bottles by color and type.
Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue. (Try Olive
or Coconut Oil for best results)
Wash bottles in very hot water and dish soap.
Rinse and dry thoroughly.
Replace lids on clean, dried bottles.
Place clean, recapped bottles in large Ziploc bags
marked “Clean Bottles” and place in the container
provided in the church entranceway.

Thank you!

Join Sit & Be Fit

Feed Our Friends Snack Drive
Help is always needed to feed those in our community who
are less fortunate. Please consider helping the Feed Our
Friends team by donating large quantity variety snack foods
for the Artesian Park sack lunch distribution. This feeding
ministry provides 175 sack meals for our friends and
neighbors every 2nd Sunday of each month. Items include
but are not limited to cheese or peanut butter crackers, fruit
snacks, cereal bars, and more. Drop-off your donations into
the blue buckets located in the Mall.

Daily Text Message

Sit & Be Fit exercise class is for the young and old and
those with limited mobility. We have both weight and
aerobic classes on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from
8:30-9:00 AM. Wear comfortable clothing for class.
Please call Linda for more information at 361-241-4743;
please leave a message and contact information.

We are excited to announce the launch of our NEW daily text
messaging service! Receive daily scripture passages, Sunday
previews, and other important announcements about what's
going on here at Grace! Text "Grace" to 39970 to
subscribe today!

Nursery Worker Wanted

Download our App!

Grace UMC is now hiring. Nursery positions are available
to work on Sunday mornings and some evenings. If you
are at least 16 years old, love working in a church
environment with kids and can pass a background check
and our Safe Gatherings program this job is for you.
Contact Debbie Shannon at children@ccgrace.org or
361-933-0109 to set an appointment.

Grace UMC is now in the palm of your hand! Text
“ccgrace app” to 77977 or download the “My
Church” app by eChurch from your app store.
Enter the keyword ccgrace app to connect with
us! Access points to ponder, give a donation, or
make a prayer request right from your phone!
Make sure to turn on your notifications, so you
don’t miss any of our announcements!

Missions and Outreach
We continue to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world!
There are so many opportunities to volunteer, donate, or
otherwise change the world! Whether you’re interested in
an ongoing project or have an idea for a new one, contact
Pastor
Rebekah
( re b e k a h . r o c h t e @ g m a i l . c o m ,
540-288-7141) or Pam Fordtran (pfordtran@gmail.com,
361-537-3979) to get started.
Last month, we had opportunities to partner with
connectional ministries in Robstown. We assisted the
Wesley Community Center with maintenance and
landscaping. We also began a project in cooperation with
El Redentor UMC that includes installing insulation and
paneling in their auxiliary building, which will house their
thrift shop and be the launch pad for their
community-based ministries. If you would like to help with
that ongoing project, please call Ted Van Blarcum
(361-946-5253) or David McIntosh (361-815-8621).

For the year 2018, Grace UMC has been awarded and
recognized for supporting beyond our local church in the
mission outreach of the United Methodist Rio Texas
Conference. By having 100% apportionments paid,
contributing to UMCOR Sunday, our missionary support, as
well as through national and international projects we have
reached our goal of being a 5 Star Church! We couldn’t Serve
have done this without you, thank you for being a 5 Star Feed Our Friends: Help us make PB&J sandwiches,
assemble sack lunches, donate food items, or volunteer to
congregation!
serve the hungry in Artesian Park! Join us on 2nd Sundays
every month.
Pastor Jason’s Retirement Party
Food Bank Distribution: We have grown! Help us
distribute food to over 100 families on 2nd Wednesdays
All are invited to attend Pastor Jason’s Retirement Party!
(9-11 AM) at the Thrift Shoppe or 4th Fridays (1-3 PM) at
We will gather at the River Hills Country Club in the
Oak Park! You can also donate canned meats and beans to
Calallen area of Corpus Christi on Sunday, June 2 at
supplement our supplies.
6:00 PM. We would love to see you and get the chance to
laugh and reminisce about the special times we shared.
Donate
Dress is casual and supper will be served. The only gift we
Funding: From grocery/gas gift cards to food to hygiene
ask is that of your presence.
items and more, monetary donations help us accomplish
the mission of changing lives.
We realize some of you may not be able to attend. You can
Food items: We support several feeding programs, and
still participate, though, by sharing your memories and well
are always in need of supplies like peanut butter, jelly,
-wishes with a letter or card. Please contact Kristen Veit,
canned foods, healthy snacks, etc.
Director of Communication at communication@ccgrace.org
Supply Drives: We regularly set out collection bins
or 361-933-0109.
throughout the year for things like school supplies, coats,
backpacks, and more, so keep an eye out for how you can
Men’s Walk to Emmaus
help!

Dear Friends,
This month, we are celebrating the confirmation of 12 youth in our church family! As an extension
of the sacrament of Baptism, Confirmation is an opportunity for young people to take ownership of the
promises made at their baptism, to publicly profess their own faith, and to commit to live as followers of
Jesus and members of the Church. It is not a completion of the journey of faith, but is another step along
the way as we continue to grow deeper in relationship with God and connect with each other and the
world.
Confirmation is also an opportunity for the rest of us to reaffirm our own baptismal and
membership promises. These promises are a means of shaping the way we live as individual disciples and
as a community of faith. Sometimes these promises are easy and joyful; other times, they challenge us
and we wrestle with committing to them anew. Sometimes the way we live them out looks different than
we might expect. I like to reflect on these promises regularly as a sort of “spiritual check-up” – not as a
means of being hard on myself when I may have fallen short, but as a means of being honest with myself
and getting prayerfully reoriented as needed.
As we prepare to celebrate our confirmands and the gift of the Church on Pentecost, I invite you to
take some time to intentionally reflect on the promises you made (or might desire to make in the future):
What do they mean to you? How are you living them out? What is challenging for you? How might God
help you lean into them more fully? If you have any questions about these promises, please know that
your pastors are here to talk with you!

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you:
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness,
Reject the evil powers of this world,
And repent of your sin?
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you
To resist evil, injustice, and oppression
In whatever forms they present themselves?
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior,
Put your whole trust in his grace,
And promise to serve him as your Lord,
In union with the Church which Christ has opened
To people of all ages, nations, and races?
According to the grace given to you,
Will you remain a faithful member of Christ’s holy Church
And serve as Christ’s representative in the world?

Are you ready for a spiritual boost? Are you looking for a
way to deepen your relationship with Christ and explore
our Christian faith in a new way? We invite you to apply for
the upcoming Walk to Emmaus experience! The Men's
Walk will be held June 20-23. If you are interested in
attending this 72-hour retreat or wish to sponsor someone
to attend, please contact Pastor Rebekah or visit
www.coastalbendemmaus.org to learn more.

As a member of Christ’s universal Church,
Will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church
And do all in your power to strengthen its ministries?
As a member of this congregation,
will you faithfully participate in its ministries
By your prayers, your presence,
Your gifts, your service, and your witness?

New Grace Instagram & Twitter
You can now find Grace UMC on Instagram and Twitter! If
you have an account, make sure to follow us on Instagram
at @ccgraceumc and Twitter at @CCGRACEUMC.

Yours in Christ,

Upcoming June Dates for Revolution Youth…
Sea City Work Camp…
June 9th – 14th: During this week-long camp, Sea City participants work at selected home sites
during the day and spend the night at Grace United Methodist Church. Youth, in teams of
10-13, actually perform most of the repairs; including putting on roofs, renovating kitchens and
bathrooms, replacing windows, exterior and interior painting, installing floor coverings, putting
up drywall and paneling, and installing wood siding.
Revolution Youth Uprising…
Sunday morning from 10:00 – 11:00 AM: Breakfast, Fellowship, and Lesson.
The bible is filled with stories of miracles and inspiration, but it also teaches us how to reach out
and connect to others.
Confirmation Sunday…
June 9th: Youth will be confirmed during the early service and have a light breakfast at 10:00
AM in the Fellowship Hall.

During VBS the children will be making manna bags
to give to the homeless and are in need of several items
to be donated. We will be preparing 200 manna bags
but cannot do it without your help. Please help the
children feed the homeless by donating some of the
following items:
Bottles of water, cans of meat with self opening tops,
single serving cans of fruit or dried fruit, granola bars,
raisins, single serving bags of peanuts, single serving
packages of peanut butter crackers, tubes of Chap
Stick, small tooth brushes and tooth paste, and gallon
size Ziploc bags.
Please consider donating as many items as you can so
that together we can help the homeless. Just grab a tag
off the wall in the mall. Items can be dropped off
anytime in the big orange bucket in the children’s area
or Sunday mornings at the Ministry Table.

Memories from May…

Save The Date!
July 7th - 11th
5:30-8:30 PM
Pre-register at:
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/
GraceUMCVBS
(Register by June 15th
to get a FREE VBS T-Shirt)
Sunday,
June 23rd
4:30 pm
Best
Practices
VBS Meeting

In The
Fellowship Hall
All adults and youth who are helping with
VBS need to attend this meeting. Please make
plans to be here as some very important
information will be discussed.
All adults will need to complete the Safe
Sunday school begins at 10:15 for all
th
children Two years old through 5 Grade Gatherings Training before VBS begins at:
https://safegatherings.com
During the summer months all

Kinder-5th grade will be meeting
together in the 3rd – 5th grade
classroom. Pre-school will meet in
their usual room.

