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The Good News 2019
It seems hard for me to believe that as I write this, I just have six more Sundays to preach here before I
move (since I’ll be out two Sundays – April 28 and May 5). The time is slipping away, and Joan and I are
faced with what sometimes seems to us like the gargantuan task of packing and making other sorts of
preparations for our move.
This is the 8th time I’ve moved from a congregation in over 36 years of pastoral ministry within the
Southwest Texas Conference (and now Rio Texas Conference.) Except there’s a big difference: in all those
other moves, I was leaving one congregation to serve another. This time is very different. I’m leaving the last
congregation I’ll serve as pastor. In all my other transitions (for the most part), I have felt good about the
move. In some ways this positive outlook is even more intense, since I’m retiring and looking forward to all
the new things Joan and I will be able to do; traveling; engaging in volunteer activities; pursuing reading and
studying in areas I’ve always wanted to, but have never had time; engaging in new forms of ministry; and, of
course, getting to spend time with our new grandson! All of this I will be able to do because of being free
from the responsibilities of ministry as a local church pastor.
On the other hand, I have experienced in every move a sense of grief and sadness. I will miss serving as
pastor of this congregation: the worship, the wonderful ministries with children and youth, the outreach and
mission, and the wonderful staff. Most of all, I will miss the relationships with so many of you. Every now and
then I catch myself in the midst of doing something and it’ll hit me, “I’m not going to be doing that much
longer,” or I’ll be somewhere in town and I’ll think, “I’m not going to be coming here many more times.” For
example, I’m preparing this week to officiate at a funeral (which I hope will be my last here at Grace), and
just before my last Sunday, I’ll officiate at my last wedding. Most of all, I interact with many of you, and I
look at you and think to myself how I’m going to miss that person. But all these feelings I’ve felt before in
previous transitions are a bit more intense this time. Because after June, I won’t be a pastor of any
congregation. It’s not just that I’ll miss all the things I do as a pastor with you, I won’t be doing them with
any congregation any more. So it feels a bit weird to think about not having a sermon to prepare or seasonal
worship to plan, no congregation to lead, no pastoral care needs to attend to. All of this is because of me no
longer having the responsibilities of ministry as a local church pastor.
One of the things I’ve been attending to lately is when I’m encountering someone and have a thought of
gratitude or appreciation that pops into my head or heart, to be sure to voice it. I hope to be able to do that
more over the next several weeks. I also hope many of you will be able to come to my retirement celebration
on Sunday evening, June 2nd at River Hills Country Club. There will be more information coming soon, but
mark your calendars and plan to attend. It will mean the world to Joan and me.
Walking in Grace,
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With all of us thinking about Easter right now, I wonder how many of us are
really thinking in terms of resurrection (new life) in the present. I know for
myself; it took a very long time for me to understand that what God offers
Christian people is not something in the distant future, but something by
which we may live in the now.
This is certainly not to negate in any way what God has promised us about
life eternal. But we need to also recognize that God wants his people to have
the full, abundant life of faith while we are alive on earth!
I am impressed with the quality of life which Christian people are offered
through fellowship with God and with one another, but I am also concerned
that from time to time I run into an ‘Isolated Christian’, one who does not
share in worship or study or fellowship with other Christians. And I hurt for
those people who have decided they cannot risk allowing themselves to
associate with other Christians. For whatever reasons, real or imagined, these
people have withdrawn from the fellowship of the life Christ has offered to
those who commit themselves to him.
Are you lonely? Are you suffering pain from sickness or injury? Are you
frightened? Do you have deep theological questions with which you are
wrestling? Has someone hurt your feelings? Are you angry at God, at yourself,
or at someone else?
God offers us new life---forgiveness for our sin, comfort for our pain and
loneliness, understanding in our confusion. But it is our responsibility to claim
God’s promise and grow in His grace and knowledge. Easter is a marvelous
time to put out of our life those old habits and prejudices which have become
stumbling blocks to us. We can have resurrection---new life---here and now.
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March 2019
Visitors
Reyna Flores
Elizabeth Nunez
Stephanie Ochoa
Cody Paul
JoAnn Strauss
Will & Cristy Swisher
Suzy Vitela
Richard & Lucinda Webb
Average March
Worship 8:50
167
11:15 102
Nursery
9
Small Groups (Sunday
School)
Average
85

FINANCIAL REPORT THROUGH
March 30, 2019
March
Received for Ministries - $73,739.46
Invested in Ministries - $65,683.30
YEAR TO DATE
Received for Ministries - $184.268.71
Invested in Ministries - $207,283.66
14521 Northwest Blvd TMF Loan
Balance January 1, 2019 $1,498,128.69
Year-to-date Payments $25,985.67
Balance March 31st - $1,472,134.02
Expanding the Mission
Received Year-to-date $46,097.67
Year-to-date Payments $22,233.00
(Payment for March contributions $26,537.47
mailed on 04/04/19)

May 2019 Altar Rail Offerings
will go to support Sea City Work Camp

The Young at Heart group will be
collecting and recycling #5
Medicine Bottles as an outreach
project. We are asking for the
congregation’s help. When a large number have been
It’s hard to believe that the school year 2018-2019 has
collected, they will be sent to Matthew 25: Ministries.
While this program accepts many bottles, we will start almost come to an end. As you sort through the school
clothes, please remember that those sorts of items are
by accepting just the #5 amber bottles.
perfect for next year for many of the less fortunate in the
How to recycle medicine bottles
community. Also, household items are always needed by our
In developing countries, medicines—when obtainable—are neighbors who might be relocating into or out of our
often dispensed into hands, pockets, leaves or any other community.
available container. Matthew 25: Ministries accepts donations Thank you for your generous contributions that provide
of empty plastic pill bottles for inclusion in shipments of funds for UMW mission goals.
medical supplies, shredding, and recycling. The pill bottle
program fulfills the dual needs of improving medical care in
developing countries and caring for our environment. This
plastic recycling program keeps thousands of bottles out of
landfills each year.
Please adhere to the following guidelines:
 Bottles must have an all plastic lid.
 Sort bottles by color and type.
 Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue. (Try Olive or
Coconut Oil for best results)
 Wash bottles in very hot water and dish soap.
 Rinse and dry thoroughly.
 Replace lids on clean, dried bottles.
 Place clean, recapped bottles in large Ziploc bags marked
“Clean Bottles” and place in the container provided in the
church entranceway.

Bake Desserts for Feed Our Friends!
Saturday, May 11, Noon - 5:00 PM

UMW NEWS
UMW JOY Circle will meet on Wednesday, May 8th in Room
136-137 at 6:30 PM. Bring your favorite snack and join us for
a programs entitled, Women Responding and Serving in
Christ’s Name. Hope to see you there. This will be our final
meeting until September.
UMW would like to announce our honoree for this year’s
WOMAN OF THE YEAR. It is Carolyn Scheible! She will be
recognized at a meeting of Church Women United to be held
on May 10 at First United Methodist Church on Shoreline.
Carolyn’s warm, calm demeanor exudes her genuine faith
and loving spirit. Thank you, Carolyn, for all that you do.
Congratulations!!!

New Grace Instagram & Twitter
Join the Feed Our Friends team in the Grace kitchen to bake
special Mother’s Day desserts and make sandwiches in You can now find Grace UMC on Instagram and Twitter! If
preparation for distribution in Artesian Park that Sunday! Feed you have an account, make sure to follow us on Instagram
Our Friends is a community partnership that includes at @ccgraceumc and Twitter at @CCGRACEUMC.
providing a hot meal, a to-go sack lunch, hygiene items,
books, and more to our neighbors in need.
Daily Text Message
We are excited to announce the launch of our NEW daily text
messaging service! Receive daily scripture passages, Sunday
Sit & Be Fit exercise class is for the young and old and those previews, and other important announcements about what's
with limited mobility. We have both weight and aerobic going on here at Grace! Text "Grace" to 39970 to
classes on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:30-9:00 subscribe today!
AM. Wear comfortable clothing for class. Please call Linda for
more information at 361-241-4743; please leave a message
Download our App!
and contact information.
Grace UMC is now in the palm of your hand! Text
“ccgrace app” to 77977 or download the “My
Wesley Community Center
Church” app by eChurch from your app store.
WORK DAY
Enter the keyword ccgrace app to connect with
Calling all volunteers! We will be helping the Wesley us! Access points to ponder, give a donation, or
Community Center spruce up their playground. Work may make a prayer request right from your phone!
include painting, weeding, and minor repairs. Weekend date Make sure to turn on your notifications, so you
don’t miss any of our announcements!
TBA, but get your tools and hearts ready to serve!

Join Sit & Be Fit

Easter Sermon Series
Our Easter sermon series will be on a book we all know
about, but likely don’t read much. We certainly don’t hear
too many sermons about it – especially during the Easter
season! Beginning Easter Sunday, April 21st, we will focus
on the Book of Revelation. The title of the series is “The
Revelation of Jesus Christ: Things are Not as They
Seem.” One of the most common commands we see in
Revelation is “Look!” We will look to see what message it
has for us in our lives.
The Revelation of Jesus Christ: Things are Not as
They Seem

Called Church Conference
Sunday, April 28 – 6:00 PM

April 21 – Easter Sunday - “Look! The Real Picture of
Jesus Christ” Revelation 1:1a, 4-20 - Pastor Jason

For the purpose of considering a proposal to purchase a April 28 –
new parsonage for the Senior Pastor, and sell the existing Revelation
one. All are welcome to attend and all members of Grace
May 5 –
UMC are eligible to vote. Child care will be provided.
Revelation

2nd Sunday of Easter - “Look! An Open Door”
3:7-13 - Pastor Rebekah
3rd Sunday of Easter - “Look! A Throne!”
4:1-11 - Pastor Rebekah

May 12 – 4th Sunday of Easter - “Look! A Lamb!”
Revelation 5:1-14 - Pastor Jason
May 19 – 5th Sunday of Easter - “Look! A New Heaven and
New Earth!” Revelation 21:1-6 - Pastor Jason
Invite your friends, particularly those who don’t attend a
church, to join you as we delve into this wonderful, yet
sometimes bewildering book of the Bible.

Missions and Outreach
There are so many opportunities to volunteer, donate, or
otherwise change the world! Contact Pastor Rebekah
SEA CITY WORK CAMP
(rebekah.rochte@gmail.com, 540-288-7141) or Pam
It’s that time of year! 2019 Camp Dates are: June 9-14, Fordtran (pfordtran@gmail.com, 361-537-3979) to
Hosted by Grace UMC. Volunteers are needed again this get started.
year in various areas. Sign up posters are located in the Food Donation Bin
Youth Hall. These posters will be up till Thursday, May We need non-perishable food items for our many feeding
23rd. You will be contacted by a coordinator of that specific ministries! Look for the collection bin in the Mall and check
area that you signed up for. So, if you signed up in more out the list of requested items.
than one area, you will be receiving more than one phone
Serve
call during the first week of June.
Feed Our Friends: Help us make PB&J sandwiches,
Sea City Work Camp successfully continues because of all assemble sack lunches, donate food items, or volunteer to
the willing volunteers with such big servant hearts and serve the hungry in Artesian Park! Join us on 2nd Sundays
generous donations from corporations, grant foundations every month.
and many, many individuals. If you are unable to sign up
Help us
to volunteer, and would like to still be apart of the camp, Food Bank Distribution: We have grown!
nd
distribute
food
to
over
100
families
on
2
Wednesdays
we ask that you keep our youth & adult campers,
th
homeowners, camp directors, youth deans, SCWC Board of (9-11 AM) at the Thrift Shoppe or 4 Fridays (1-3 PM) at
Directors, the many volunteers, and weather in your Oak Park! You can also donate canned meats and beans to
supplement our supplies.
prayers!
All are invited to like the Sea City Work Camp Facebook Mission Trips: SAVE THE DATE! We will be going to
page to be in the know of what’s happening and what’s Beeville in June 2019 to help paint, drywall, and prep a
going to happen! Thank YOU in advance for volunteering house. Many hands make light work! All skill levels are
and your prayers!!! If you have any questions, please feel welcome; everyone can do something. Contact Robert Rios
(riosjr2000@msn.com) for more information.
free to contact, Shirley Syamken at 361-215-4606.

Dear Friends,
Last month at the start of Holy Week, the world watched in horror as fire ravaged Notre
Dame Cathedral in Paris. The 850-year-old Gothic structure, famous for its flying buttresses and
magnificent bell towers, was undergoing renovations at the time of the accidental fire. My own
heart broke as I watched footage of the wooden roof and spire collapse even as firefighters
valiantly worked to subdue the flames and rescue as many of the treasures, relics, and art pieces
as possible. Miraculously, the main stone structure was spared, as well as the famous rose
windows and pipe organ, though the effect of smoke and water damage remains to be seen.
Given the timing of the Notre Dame fire, I couldn’t help but think about the relationship
between devastation and hope that lies at the heart of Holy Week and continues to unfold
throughout the Easter season. Even after Jesus rose from the dead, I imagine the disciples had a
lot of questions about what was going to happen next. I am always struck by Matthew’s
description of their thoughts on the occasion of Jesus’ ascension: “When they saw him, they
worshipped him; but some doubted” (Matthew 28:17). They have witnessed amazing things, but
there’s still that little voice in the back of their heads questioning the truth. Has Jesus really been

raised from the dead? Is he really going to be with us as he promised? Is God really doing a new
thing now?

We’re like that, too, aren’t we? We also have witnessed the great things of God and worship
the Risen Lord. But there are times when we doubt that new life really is possible. As we move
through life, we face any number of struggles. Some may seem relatively minor while others make
us feel like the whole world is burning down around us. It can be hard to see the promise of the
future when we’re squinting through the smoke of disappointment and pain. But the reality is that
new life is already bursting forth. One thing that helps me through those “on fire” times is
enumerating the times when God has been faithful in my life, and when those aren’t enough, I
retell the stories of how God has been at work in the lives of others. The same God who was
faithful to bring us through before will be faithful to do it again: “When you pass through the

waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze” (Isaiah
43:2). Clinging tightly to God, we will get through this. Buildings, traditions, relationships, dreams,
and even institutions may come and go. Even so, God is still God, Christ is still alive, the Spirit is
still with us, and the Church remains.
The ravaged Notre Dame will need decades of repair work, but it’s also a little thrilling to
think that our own generation gets to add our mark to the cathedral. We follow in the footsteps of
countless masons and carpenters who built the original cathedral over the course of a century.
What a beautiful image of the Church and the connection we share with all the saints as we
continue to worship the Risen Lord and embrace the new life that God is bringing about even in
this day.
Resurrection is still happening. Thanks be to God!
Yours in Christ,

Upcoming May Dates for Revolution Youth…
WNL Revolution Youth May 1st and 8th: Every family feuds. Whether the latest feud is about curfews, chores, harsh words,
someone's attitude, or someone else's questionable choices, everyone knows what it's like to experience
conflict with a family member. Although some families may have more struggles or conflict than others,
every family can learn how to fight more fairly. In this series, we will challenge students to let their
relationship with God transform their relationships with their family members as they seek to be more
patient, forgive more often, be more honoring, and show love more freely.
May 15th: Last WNL Revolution Youth until September!!! End of year CRAZY DAY! Be sure to wear clothes that can
get wet and dirty!
Service Projects
May 19th: 12:30 – 5:00 PM (Weather permitting) Youth will make sack lunches in the youth cave and head out to the
beach for clean-up
Revolution Youth Uprising…
Sunday morning from 10:00 – 11:00 AM Breakfast, Fellowship, and Lesson.
The bible is filled with stories of miracles and inspiration, but it also teaches us how to reach out and connect to others.
Upcoming May Field Trips for Confirmation…
May 5th: 1:30 PM Confirmation group will leave Grace to attend a Latin service at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
May 17th: 5:00 PM Confirmation group will leave Grace to attend church service at Congregation Beth Israel Jewish
Synagogue.
 NEEDED…One additional chaperone for each field trip. Must have completed Safe Gatherings training.
May 19: Graduation Sunday
 There will be a catered breakfast in the Fellowship Hall between services for seniors and their families. Cost for
graduates is covered by Revolution Youth. Contact Victoria Low to get information on cost for families.
 Please send a picture of Senior, their full name, and future plans to Victoria Low at youth@ccgrace.org.
Memories from April…

Grace Kids are collecting pop tabs to donate to the
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Corpus Christi.

Collecting and donating pop tabs is an easy way for
people of all ages to support the Ronald McDonald
House!
Why Collect Pop Tabs?
The donated pop tabs are recycled for cash that is
used to maintain the House and also help families
with lodging.
Since 2000 the community has collected over 158
tons of tabs which translate into more than 3,569
room nights for families at the Ronald McDonald
House!

Wednesday Night Live
6-8pm
Kinder- 5th grade
Dinner, Activities, Games,
Music, Lessons and FUN!!!
End of Year Party May 15th

It’s a simple way to introduce community giving to
young children.
Recycling pop tabs is beneficial to the environment.
It’s a great way to become an ambassador for the
Ronald McDonald House.
It's easy...just save your pop tabs, once you have
collected enough, drop them off in the children's area
in a Ziploc bag.

Grace UMC Nursery
If you choose not to bring your infant or toddler
(3-years old or younger) to worship, the Grace
UMC Nursery Staff welcomes them with open
and experienced arms, with no reservation
required. They are trained in CPR and First Aid.
The nursery is staffed during all worship
services and is located in the Children’s wing.
Each child must be signed in and out by a
parent.

Save The Date!
July 7th - 11th
5:30-8:30 PM
Pre-register at:
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/
GraceUMCVBS
(Register by June 15th
to get a free VBS T-Shirt)

