GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
14521 Northwest Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Texas 78410-5501
Address Service Requested

Non-Profit
Organization

Grace United Methodist Church
14521 Northwest Blvd.
Corpus Christi, TX 78410
361.933.0109
www.ccgrace.org

U. S. Postage
PAID
Corpus Christi, TX
Permit No. 690

The Good News 2019
On Ash Wednesday, March 6, about 200 people gathered on Wednesday to mark the beginning of Lent by
attending Ash Wednesday services by receiving the imposition of ashes. In addition, Pastor Rebekah and I
went out into the community at The Villa Assisted Living and Hobby Lobby to impose ashes on another 60
or so people.
It’s a rather odd thing, when you think about it, for people to be drawn to participate in service in which
ashes are rubbed on their foreheads to be told: “You are dust and to dust you shall return.” In one of the
previous communities in which I served, an Episcopal colleague was commenting on the strange nature of
what we focus on during Lent by saying “Death doesn’t sell.”
But this is what we’re “selling” during this season of Lent. We begin the season reminding ourselves how
frail we are, now mortal we are, how broken we are, and yes how sinful we are. And then as we move
toward the end of the season during Holy Week, we focus on just how bad this problem is: when God
loved us so much to actually come among us in the midst of all that, our response as human beings was
to kill him – to crucify him. The cost of human sin is the very life of the Son of God himself. This is not
really a popular message, even in the church. I’ve had people in congregations over the years who have
complained about having to sing those “bloody hymns.” I’ve also had people complain at times when I’ve
preached a sermon on the crucifixion on Palm Sunday – they wanted to focus on “Hosanna” and not on
“Crucify him!” (even though it was the same crowd who went from “Hosanna” on Sunday to “Crucify him”
on Friday). During April we will journey together to walk together through that “holy” week on which was
displayed the extent of how sinful we really are.
But there’s something else on display: the extent of God’s love for us and how far God will go to save us.
Because we’re frail, we need God to lift us up; because we are broken, we need God to bring healing and
restoration to us; because we are sinful, we need God to bring forgiveness; and because we are mortal
and fear death, we need God to overcome death. So in the events of Holy Week, particularly the last three
days, we see on display not only how deep our brokenness is, but we also see the powerful love of God.
As Corrie ten Boom once said of her experience in a Nazi concentration camp: “There is no pit so deep,
that God is not deeper still.”
I look forward to journeying with you and worshiping with you as we descend (and at the same time
ascend) into the events of Holy Week. And then we will all celebrate the unbelievable triumph of Easter as
we begin to look at the vision the Apostle John saw in the Book of Revelation.
Walking in Grace,
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A mechanic was repairing the mechanism of a giant
telescope. Being a devout Christian, he often read his Bible
during the lunch hour. “What good do you expect to get from
reading that?” The chief astronomer asked him one day.
“Don’t you know the Bible is out of date? I’ll bet you don’t
even know who wrote it.” The mechanic hesitated only for a
moment. He asked the astronomer if he used the
multiplication tables. He replied that he did. Then he asked
him if he knew who formulated it. He said he did not. “Then,”
asked the mechanic, “How can you trust the multiplication
table?” “I trust it because it works.” Was the reply. “Well,”
concluded the mechanic, “I trust the Bible for the same
reason. It works!”
When we put it to the test, the Bible does work. But it will
only work for us if we read and study it and meditate upon its
great truths and apply them to our lives. How else can we
prove that the Bible works?
The Good News of Grace January 31, 1985.
Mary Lutz
Historian

February 2019
Visitors
Jamie Brown
Terry & Sam Cooper
Ken & Erica Fobes
David Garcia
Wanda Kurtz
Average February
Worship 8:50
135
11:15
106
Nursery
11
Small Groups
(Sunday School)
Average
83

FINANCIAL REPORT THROUGH
February 28, 2019
February
Received for Ministries - $53,619.11
Invested in Ministries - $66,838.73
YEAR TO DATE
Received for Ministries - $110,529.25
Invested in Ministries - $141,600.36
14521 Northwest Blvd TMF Loan
Balance January 1, 2019 $1,498,128.69
Year-to-date Payments $24,026.49
Balance February 28th $1,474,102.20
Expanding the Mission
Received Year-to-date $18,163.50
Year-to-date Payments $22,233.00
(includes add'l to correct 2018 YTD pymts)

April 2019 Altar Rail Offerings
will go to support Outreach Ministries

The Young at Heart group will
be collecting and recycling #5
Medicine Bottles as an outreach
project. We are asking for the
congregation’s help. When a large number have been
collected, they will be sent to Matthew 25: Ministries.
The Easter bunny is on his way, and it’s time for you to clear
While this program accepts many bottles, we will out some of your goodies and share them with others. Make
a trip to the Thrift Shoppe and bring your donations OR
start by accepting just the #5 amber bottles.
How to recycle medicine bottles

come by and see if you find some treasures to use in your
home.

In developing countries, medicines—when obtainable—
are often dispensed into hands, pockets, leaves or any
other available container. Matthew 25: Ministries accepts
donations of empty plastic pill bottles for inclusion in
shipments of medical supplies, shredding, and recycling.
The pill bottle program fulfills the dual needs of
improving medical care in developing countries and
caring for our environment. This plastic recycling
program keeps thousands of bottles out of landfills each
year.

Once again, remember our homeless men and women if you
have clothing in smaller sizes. These are always a must.

Please adhere to the following guidelines:
 Bottles must have an all plastic lid.
 Sort bottles by color and type.
 Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue. (Try Olive
or Coconut Oil for best results)
 Wash bottles in very hot water and dish soap.
 Rinse and dry thoroughly.
 Replace lids on clean, dried bottles.
 Place clean, recapped bottles in large Ziploc bags
marked “Clean Bottles” and place in the container
provided in the church entranceway.

UMW NEWS

Bake Desserts for Feed Our Friends!
Saturday, May 11
Join the Feed Our Friends team in the Grace kitchen
to bake special Mother’s Day desserts and make
sandwiches in preparation for distribution in Artesian
Park that Sunday! Feed Our Friends is a community
partnership that includes providing a hot meal, a to-go
sack lunch, hygiene items, books, and more to our
neighbors in need.

Join Sit & Be Fit
Sit & Be Fit exercise class is for the young and old
and those with limited mobility. We have both weight
and aerobic classes on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings from 8:30-9:00 AM. Wear comfortable clothing
for class. Please call Linda for more information at
361-241-4743; please leave a message and contact
information.

Thanks for your continued support. Without YOU we would
be unable to fulfill our mission goals. Let us all remember the
reason for the season as we celebrate the Resurrection of
our Lord and Savior.

JOY Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 10 in Room 136 &
137 at 6:30 PM. Bring your favorite snack and join us
for a program presented by Kris White entitled Women
Witnessing to New Life. Hope to see you there!
A reminder to HOPE Circle, we will meet on Tuesday, April 9
at 9:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. We will visit the shut-ins
and go to lunch afterward. Mark your calendar for this event.

New Grace Instagram & Twitter
You can now find Grace UMC on Instagram and Twitter! If
you have an account, make sure to follow us on Instagram
at @ccgraceumc and Twitter at @CCGRACEUMC.

Download our App!
Grace UMC is now in the palm of your hand!
Text “ccgrace app” to 77977 or download the
“My Church” app by eChurch from your app
store. Enter the keyword ccgrace app to connect
with us! Access points to ponder, give a
donation, or make a prayer request right from
your phone! Make sure to turn on your
notifications, so you don’t miss any of our
announcements!

Daily Text Message
We are excited to announce the launch of our NEW daily text
messaging service! Receive daily scripture passages, Sunday
previews, and other important announcements about what's
going on here at Grace! Text "Grace" to 39970 to
subscribe today!

Safe Gatherings “Step 3”
Facilitated Training at Grace
Sunday, April 7, 3:00-5:00 PM
Safe Gatherings is the process we use for screening,
training, and certifying all volunteers who work with our
children and youth. Our goal is to serve with excellence
and create a safe, loving environment for children and
youth to grow in their faith. If you still need to finish the
2-hour “Step 3” facilitated training, a session will be HERE
at Grace! You must register in advance: go to
www.riotexas.org/safetrainings to register and see
other upcoming opportunities to complete this step
in-person or via webinar. If you have any questions about
Safe Gatherings, how to get started, or what your status is,
contact Pastor Rebekah.

Blood Drive
Update
The blood drive on February 24th had a good turn out with
19 donors. With all the colds and the flu going around that
was a good number of draws, and as many as 57 people
will receive blood because of your donations. Did you
know that Sunday donations go to MD Anderson cancer
patients? Thanks to each of you for your giving of yourself.
There is no substitute for blood!

Missions and Outreach

Maundy Thursday
April 18, 7:00 PM
Cantata and Communion Service
“It is Finished” by Mary McDonald
Through heartfelt writing, well-crafted choral arranging
and creative accompaniment, the Grace UMC Choir will
lead the congregation through the dramatic and historic
events of Holy Week.

Good Friday
April 19, 7:00 PM
“Will You Wait With Me?” Drama
As Mary, the mother of Jesus, grieves at the foot of the
cross, she pleads for company and compassion. The
women who wait with her recount their experiences with
Jesus, share their sorrow, and hope in the promise of
resurrection.

Easter Sermon Series
Our Easter sermon series will be on a book we all know
about, but likely don’t read much. We certainly don’t hear
too many sermons about it – especially during the Easter
season! Beginning Easter Sunday, April 21st, we will focus
on the Book of Revelation. The title of the series is “The
Revelation of Jesus Christ: Things are Not as They Seem.”
One of the most common commands we see in Revelation
is “Look!” We will look to see what message it has for us in
our lives.

The Revelation of Jesus Christ: Things are Not as
There are so many opportunities to volunteer, donate, or
They Seem
otherwise change the world! Contact Pastor Rebekah
(rebekah.rochte@gmail.com, 540-288-7141) or Pam April 21 – Easter Sunday - “Look! The Real Picture of
Fordtran (pfordtran@gmail.com, 361-537-3979) to Jesus Christ” Revelation 1:1a, 4-20 - Pastor Jason
get started.
April 28 – 2nd Sunday of Easter - “Look! An Open Door”
Food Donation Bin
Revelation 3:7-13 - Pastor Rebekah
We need non-perishable food items for our many feeding
ministries! Look for the collection bin in the Mall and check May 5 – 3rd Sunday of Easter - “Look! A Throne!”
Revelation 4:1-11 - Pastor Rebekah
out the list of requested items.
May 12 – 4th Sunday of Easter - “Look! A Lamb!”
Serve
Revelation
5:1-14 - Pastor Jason
Feed Our Friends: Help us make PB&J sandwiches,
assemble sack lunches, donate food items, or volunteer to May 19 – 5th Sunday of Easter - “Look! A New Heaven and
serve the hungry in Artesian Park! Join us on 2nd Sundays New Earth!” Revelation 21:1-6 - Pastor Jason
every month.
Invite your friends, particularly those who don’t attend a
Food Bank Distribution: We have grown! Help us church, to join you as we delve into this wonderful, yet
distribute food to over 100 families on 2nd Wednesdays sometimes bewildering book of the Bible.
(9-11 AM) at the Thrift Shoppe or 4th Fridays (1-3 PM) at
Oak Park! You can also donate canned meats and beans to
Wesley Community Center
supplement our supplies.

WORK DAY

Mission Trips: SAVE THE DATE! We will be going to
Beeville in June 2019 to help paint, drywall, and prep a
house. Many hands make light work! All skill levels are
welcome; everyone can do something. Contact Robert Rios
(riosjr2000@msn.com) for more information.

Calling all volunteers! We will be helping the Wesley
Community Center spruce up their playground. Work may
include painting, weeding, and minor repairs. Weekend
date TBA, but get your tools and hearts ready to serve!

Dear Friends,

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Holy Week is one of the most spiritually significant times of year for me. While our entire
Christian calendar is shaped by the life of Jesus, Holy Week in particular highlights the core story of
our faith (as we say in our Communion liturgy: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come
again!) It is a time to reflect on the raw reality of our desperate human condition, and the gracious
love of God that redeems all things. The story of Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection can be
deeply emotional, and it may be tempting to gloss over the sadness and pain, hurrying through the
week to the joyous celebration of Easter. But intentionally walking through Holy Week with all its
awe and trembling is a means of connecting with our Lord and understanding the depth of God’s
great love for us.
In a sense, we are “there,” as the familiar hymn asks. During Holy Week, we actively
participate in the divine story in a unique way. Almost in real time, we walk with the crowds waving
palm branches in celebration of the Messiah, only to turn on him mere days later. We join the
disciples in the upper room as they commemorate the Passover with Jesus, then follow closely
behind our Lord as he is betrayed, put on trial, faces Pontius Pilate, is condemned to death on a
cross, and is buried in a tomb. Then, with the disciples, we wait and wonder. We have heard the
promise of the resurrection on the third day…will it be fulfilled? (spoiler alert: it is!).
This Holy Week, I invite you to be intentional as you walk in the footsteps of Jesus. Here are
some ideas you could use for personal or family devotion:
 Read the story of Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection (it’s found in all the Gospels).
 Talk to your children about Holy Week – what we’re remembering, why it matters, what it
means to you and your faith.
 Prayer: consider especially those situations in your life and in the world that are in need of
redemption, and pray for God’s mercy.
 Fast: as you are able, consider giving up lunch each day, or fast on Good Friday, and
spend that time in reflection on Christ’s offering for us.
 Participate in a Stations of the Cross experience, praying your way through the story of
Jesus’ passion.
 Participate in a foot washing or other act of service, remembering Christ’s command to
love one another.
 Attend Grace UMC’s Holy Week services on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
and Easter Sunday.
Yours in Christ,

Upcoming April Dates for Revolution Youth…
April 3 - WNL Revolution Youth - Food, Fun, Fellowship, and Large Group Lesson on “Meant to
Be”. This week we will be discussing God’s plan for sex. The world’s understanding of sex is pretty
upside down. Youth need to understand God’s design for sex and what scripture says.
April 6 - District Youth Rally – Hearts on Fire! Youth will meet at the church at 9:00 AM and
head out to Camp Zephyr for a day full of music, games, fun, lunch, and worship!
April 7 - Lunch and Service Project – 12:30 – 3:00 PM Youth will have lunch in the youth cave
and then head to Mission 911 to help out.
April 10 - WNL Revolution Youth – Food, Fun, Fellowship, and Small Group Lesson on “Meant to
Be”. We will give students a better lens for evaluating their current and future dating relationships.
We will help them see that the secret to a relationship that’s “meant to be” is to stay close to Jesus,
date with purpose, know who you’re looking for, and keep sex in the right context.
April 14 - Community Easter Egg Hunt 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
April 17 - WNL Revolution Youth – Food, Fun, Fellowship, and Lesson in Oak Park Center
April 24 - WNL Revolution Youth – Culminating event! Dinner and Guest Speaker - Charlotte
Murray! “What’s Love Got To Do With It?” Parents are welcome.
Revolution Youth Uprising…
Sunday morning from 10:00 – 11:00 AM Breakfast, Fellowship, and Lesson.
The bible is filled with stories of miracles and inspiration, but it also teaches us how to reach out
and connect to others.
Upcoming April Dates for Confirmation…
April 6 - Youth Rally
April 26-27 - Confirmation Retreat III

Grace Kids are collecting pop tabs to donate to the
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Corpus Christi.
Collecting and donating pop tabs is an easy way for
people of all ages to support the Ronald McDonald
House!
Why Collect Pop Tabs?
The donated pop tabs are recycled for cash that is used
to maintain the House and also help families with
lodging.
Since 2000 the community has collected over 158 tons
of tabs which translate into more than 3,569 room
nights for families at the Ronald McDonald House!
It’s a simple way to introduce community giving to
young children.
Recycling pop tabs is beneficial to the environment.
It’s a great way to become an ambassador for the
Ronald McDonald House.
It's easy...just save your pop tabs, once you have
collected enough, drop them off in the children's area
in a Ziploc bag.

Save The Date!
July 7th - 11th
5:30-8:30 PM
Pre-register at:
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/
GraceUMCVBS
(Register by June 15th
to get a free VBS T-Shirt)

Memories from March…

Sharing Books...Bringing People Together...
Creating a Community of Readers
Now located in the Children's Area of Grace UMC
The Little Free Library doesn’t just belong to us, it belongs to the whole
church community. It’s our hope that this Little Free Library will bring a
little more joy, a little more connection, and a whole lot more books to our
community.
Here’s how it works!
 We initially stock the Little Free Library with a variety of books
 You stop by and take whatever catches your eye
 You bring books to contribute when you can

